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penalty, and repeal the provision lock-
ing seniors into a plan for a year once
they sign up, so that they won’t have
to pay for the consequences of a bad
bill for the rest of their lives.

———
NORTH KOREAN MISSILE LAUNCH

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
on America’s birthday, North Korean
leader Kim Jong Il thought it was wise
to fire six ballistic missiles. The inter-
national community condemned these
launches, and Kim Jong Il responded
by firing an additional missile on July
5.

Having been to North Korea in 2003, I
can tell you that their government
does nothing for its people and uses
blackmail as its primary foreign policy
tool. Kim Jong Il and some of our oppo-
nents on the other side of the aisle be-
lieve that if North Korea fires missiles
that it should be rewarded with direct
talks and various forms of assistance. I
don’t believe in blackmail or rewarding
bad behavior.

As President Bush has said recently
about Kim Jong Il, he can verifiably
get rid of his weapons programs, stop
testing rockets, and there is a way for-
ward to help his people. The choice is
his to make.

Our military and intelligence profes-
sionals, along with our allies in this re-
gion, will continue to keep a close
watch on North Korea. I have con-
fidence in their abilities.

But let us not forget the 37,000 serv-
icemembers and their families cur-
rently stationed in South Korea. I
thank them for what they do and wish
them continued safety in such close
proximity to a despotic and unstable
self-appointed leader.

——

CONTROL OF OUR BORDERS

(Mr. BERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I couldn’t
agree more with my colleague from Ar-
izona when he says the number one pri-
ority is control of our borders. I find it
interesting that my colleague from
Texas says that it is the President of
Mexico’s fault. The fact is, over the
last 5 years, the Republicans in the
Bush administration and in this House
have refused to properly fund border
security programs. Today we are seeing
the results.

Mr. Speaker, with the proposal that
President Bush made for massive am-
nesty and other programs to allow peo-
ple to come into this country, it has
just encouraged the difficult situation.
But the bottom line remains, we must
get control of our borders, and to do
that we have to fund it.

Over and over again, the Republicans
on the Appropriations Committee and
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in this House have refused to provide
adequate resources so we can do the
job. It is time that we get the job done.
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ILLEGAL ENTRY

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to invite the Senate to join
the House in debating how we are going
to address illegal entry into this coun-
try. We are hearing from our col-
leagues today reporting back on the
hearings that we are holding around
the country, talking with sheriffs,
talking with Border Patrol, talking to
people on the ground.

We are hearing the same thing: stop
illegal crossings. It is time. Get this
problem under control.

Mr. Speaker, in this environment
every State is a border State and every
town is a border town. Meanwhile, the
other body holds hearings talking
about everything under the sun related
to immigration except the actual proc-
ess by which people come into this
country illegally.

Until our colleagues across the Cap-
itol are willing to admit illegal entry
is the problem, we are going to con-
tinue seeing a debate that goes no-
where. We should address the problem.
Illegal entry is the biggest problem,
and then take on the next angle of the
issue, and do it in an orderly process.

That is what our House leadership is
saying, and they are right on the issue.

——
RAISE MINIMUM WAGE TODAY

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
House Republicans have a chance to
give more than 6 million Americans a
much-deserved pay raise. Would you
believe that the minimum wage has
not been increased in 9 years? It is the
second longest amount of time that
hardworking Americans have had to go
without a pay raise, resulting in the
hourly wage being at its lowest level in
50 years.

House Democrats want to expand
economic opportunity for all Ameri-
cans. We want to increase the min-
imum wage from $5.15 an hour to $7.25.
It is only fair. These workers play by
the rules every day. All they want in
return is to make a living wage.

Do my Republican colleagues really
believe that $5.15 an hour is still a liv-
ing wage? House Republicans claim
that the only people who make the
minimum wage are teenagers. Wrong.

Mr. Speaker, 75 percent of minimum
wage workers are either the sole or one
of two breadwinners in the family.
House Republicans also like to claim
that if we increase the minimum wage,
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jobs will be lost. Wrong again. Today in
the States that mandate a higher min-
imum wage, job growth has actually
gotten higher. No more excuses.

CRACKING DOWN ON ONLINE
PREDATORS

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of legislation that could protect
innocent children across our great Na-
tion. H.R. 5319, the Deleting Online
Predators Act, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FITZPATRICK), gives parents, teachers
and school officials new tools in their
effort to protect our children from on-
line sexual predators.

Just this week back in my district in
Tavares, Florida, prosecutors are pick-
ing a jury to try the case of John
Couey, the man accused of raping and
killing 9-year-old Jessica Lunsford.

Sexual predators like John Couey not
only stalk our children on the play-
ground and at the mall, but also over
the Internet on Web sites like
MySpace.com.

I commend the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for
bringing attention to these Internet
predators and thank the Energy and
Commerce Committee for holding hear-
ings on this bill.

——————

ENERGY SOLUTIONS NEEDED

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, all sum-
mer the American people have been
facing record prices every time they go
to the gas pump. Some have cut vaca-
tion plans, others are pinching their
monthly paychecks attempting to
make ends meet. Washington should be
acting to pass a comprehensive energy
package that relieves pain at the pump
and reduces our dependence on foreign
oil.

Unfortunately, House Republicans
have refused to act on any substantial
energy legislation this year. How bad
do things have to get before House Re-
publicans are finally willing to act? In-
stead of actually coming up with real
solutions, House Republicans prefer the
status quo. They refuse to act because
of their cozy relationship with Big Oil
and see no problem with the $16 billion
in profit the three largest oil compa-
nies reported during the first quarter
of the year.

Mr. Speaker, while House Repub-
licans are content with the status quo,
Democrats are ready to take America
in a new direction. We will stand up to
Big 0Oil and protect consumers from
price gouging.
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